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Mr. Burke carried the election by a great number of
votes, Mr. Brickdale, one of the old members, being thrown
out.

Towards the end of the year the lamentable contest with
America commenced, which, as every body knows, con-
cluded by their total estrangement from the mother country,
and to descend from great things to small, just at this time
one of my boon companions, Gilly Mahon, an Irish adven-
turer who lived by his wits, went off with Miss Russell, a
smart dashing girl of good family, she being related to the
Earls of Shelburne and Kerry. The personal accomplish-
ments of the lady were not what caught Gilly, but the more
substantial merit of two thousand guineas, which she had
at her own disposal, besides a prospect of future pecuniary
advantages. She had five brothers, all fashionable young
men of high ton, every one of whom vowed vengeance
against Gilly for seducing a sister of theirs, nor would
Mahon, who was as bold as a lion, have hesitated to meet
them all in turn had he been called upon, which he was not,
the prudent relatives upon second thoughts resolving to
leave the inconsiderate girl to her fate.

Gilly and his fair friend went over to Paris, where
they resided several months, until growing tired of each
other they had to part, he assuring her he would fulfil
his promise by marrying her whenever she required him
to go through that ceremony. With these liberal senti-
ments of each other they both returned to London, Gilly
resuming his former avocation, the lady embarking in
splendid prostitution, in which capacity she soon reached
the top of the ton, and was distinguished by the title
of " the bird of paradise." There was a trifling circum-
stance that the hero had not thought necessary to impart
to his inamorata, which was neither more nor less than
that when he went off with her he had a wife living,
of which fact Miss Russell was soon apprized by one of
her brothers, but it made not the slightest alteration in
her attachment. About four months after their return from
Paris the good natured spouse removed herself out of the